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     Senior Zoha Pattanaik interned this summer with Assemblymember Rick Chavez Zbur as a policy 
intern. “The internship I was selected for was typically reserved for college students, but they made an 
exception,” said Pattanaik. 
     Pattanaik has always been very passionate about justice, advocacy and using legislation to enact 
social change. “Through already having a background in policy and law, I wanted to use my summer 
to really make a difference,” said Pattanaik. 
     Pattanaik’s main job was developing and designing policy project proposals. Pattanaik worked 
“to encourage low income families and to confront the cycles of poverty with government support, 
effectively seeking higher education without the financial obstacles.” Pattanaik added, “my idea, in a 
nutshell, was to utilize tax-free compounding 529 accounts to allocate funds for low income students 
to start college with. When not designing this program, I was resolving constituent cases.” 
     Pattanaik noted that her internship “was such a wonderful experience, as it taught me the power of 
words to stimulate change in my community.”
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       “One day, I thought it was just a 
cold, and the next thing I knew, I had 
brain fog for a year,” said senior Eli 
Gabbay, talking about his experience 
with long COVID. 
     On June 5, Gabbay partnered 
with the University of South-
ern California’s Keck School of 
Medicine and launched Long 
COVID United, a non-profit 
organization to raise awareness 
of his and thousands of others’ 
experiences. 
     Gabbay, who experienced 
long COVID for a whole year 
and missed his junior year, has 
turned his dreadful experience 
into an opportunity to help oth-
ers suffering from long COVID, 
which according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) is “a chronic con-
dition that … includes a wide 
range of symptoms or conditions 
that may improve, worsen, or be 
ongoing for years.”. 
     Gabbay’s organization hosted a 
gala at the USC Hotel on Sep-
tember 19. The gala gathered hundreds 
of people, and all the proceeds were 
donated to Keck for “much needed” 
research for Long COVID, said Dr. 
Caitlin McAuley, a clinical professor 

and lead physician of the Keck COVID 
Recovery Clinic. 
    “I was extremely grateful for the im-
mense support we received from all do-
nors at the gala and all the attendees,” 
said Gabbay, noting that Long Covid 
United (LCU) surpassed its fundraising 

goals. “The silent auction was a hit and 
helped us hit our goal.” 
     Items such as a one-of one Russell 
Westbrook-signed Denver Nuggets 
jersey and Martha Stewart cookware 

were donated with specialized notes 
supporting the organization. 
     The gala included a dinner, speeches 
from doctors, and several anecdotes 
from long COVID victims. 
“It was great to hear stories from 
other victims and people battling long 

COVID,” said senior Spencer Peterson, 
who attended the gala. “It spoke to the 
importance of the issue [Gabbay] is 
bringing awareness to.” 
     Several more Buckley students at-
tended LCU’s gala and learned about 
the severity of long COVID.  

     
“Before learning about Eli’s experience, 
I had no idea what long COVID was 
and how drastically it could change 
your life,” said senior Maya Greene. 
     “Gabbay’s foundation was truly im-
portant because it not only helped raise 
awareness about Long COVID but also 
provided and gave us more information 
about those affected by [long COVID],” 
said senior George Bejarano. “The 
foundation plays a key role in progress 
toward better understanding and treat-
ment of long COVID.”
     Gabbay ended the night with a 
heartfelt speech. “I was a 17-year-old 
kid with no one relying on me, no one 
I had to provide for. Imagine the single 
mother with two kids who has to pro-
vide for them but can’t get out of bed. 
Or the father with a newborn on the 
way and had to leave his job for Long 
Covid. That’s why I started Long Covid 
United and why we are all here today,” 
he said.
     The speech touched many in the 
audience. “[Gabbay’s] speech to end 
the gala was truly a great way to end 
the night,” said Peterson. “You could 
tell how many people were impacted by 
[LCU] that night.”
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     Seniors Ryan Lassner and Abraham Morovati traveled to Oklahoma City in June to participate in a 
three-day volunteer project with Central Oklahoma Habitat for Humanity. 
     “This was an opportunity that essentially fell into my lap through my good friend Michael Wayne, 
who is a former Buckley student,” said Morovati. Lassner chose this specific volunteer opportunity be-
cause of “how different it was from anything I had done before. It was an opportunity to try something 
new while also helping people.” 
     Lassner and Morovati described what a typical day looked like for them in Oklahoma. “We helped 
frame multiple houses. From the hours of 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. we were on the construction site working 
with other volunteers,” said Lassner. 
     Morovati added, “We helped frame houses and put up insulation and blue walls. I also helped with 
pre-inspection checks around and in entire houses, making sure that everything was nailed and put 
together as it should be.
      Lassner mentioned that the biggest skill he gained was “a greater ability to communicate and under-
stand people that are completely different than me.” 
     Morovati noted that he had a greater appreciation “for the craftsmanship, detail, and planning that 
goes into actually putting up and constructing a house.” He further highlighted that “I now know how 
to build a house myself, but I think it will take me a few more service trips to master that skill.”
     Looking back at the experience, Morovati thinks that “getting in an air-conditioned car, and being on 
the way home after working for seven hours in the 100-degree humid Oklahoma summer was a reward-
ing experience, and one I won’t forget.” 
     Lassner added, “I learned that I love the state of Oklahoma. Many people think of Oklahoma as a 
flyover state with not much going on, but I found a true love and appreciation for the state, and would 
love to visit again in the future.” 
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